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CUDMORE GROVE AT WAR
During the Second World War, Cudmore Grove 
Country Park was the site of a coastal artillery gun 
battery. It was armed with two 4.7-inch ex-naval 
guns set into concrete casemates on what was then 
the top of a slope down to the beach. Their � re was 
directed from an adjacent Battery Observation Post, 
while horizontally-aimed searchlights swept the 
night-time sea for enemy invaders. Around the site 
were pillboxes guarding against both a seaborne or 
a land-based attack.

Strolling across the grass to the cli�  top, it is di�  cult 
to picture the wartime scene. Now a haven for 
bird life, the country park is an area of relaxation 
for walkers and those who enjoy the open air and 
gentle scenery.

However, at Cudmore Grove it is possible to combine 
the two environments, natural and wartime.

WHAT SURVIVES
The most obvious World War Two feature, acting 
as something of a magnet, is perhaps, the pillbox 
(one of two surviving) which stands boldly on the 
grassland. Further on is the beach panorama with its 
puzzling mounds of brick and concrete spaced out 
along the sands. Among them, a seaweed-covered 
� ight of steps can be seen or a great ring of steel 
bolts. These are the last remains of the bunkers 
which once lined the cli�  top, now victims of coastal 
erosion and subsequent collapse

Fortunately for historians, they are all identi� able. In 
1973, a sequence of photographs was taken, before 
the demise of the wartime structures, and these now 
form the basis of the pictorial information boards on 
the wartime trail.

1942 Vickers Machine-Gun post. © Imperial War Museum GM428

World War Two remains at Cudmore Grove beach. 
© Essex County Council
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FOLLOW THE TRAIL
This two-mile (3.2 km) trail visits each of the four World War Two 
information boards on its route around the country park. It looks at one 

of the surviving pillboxes, which held a Lewis gun from World War One. 
Along the beach, it compares the 1973 photographs with the remains 

now lying on the sands before continuing to the easternmost point 
of the island to take in a particularly large pillbox, half-buried in 

the sand, but probably for a Vickers machine-gun. Following 
the footpaths in a half-circle to the north, it passes the “Dormy” 

houses, reported to have been the quarters for the battery’s 
o�  cers, before returning to the car park.

 Car Park, Cudmore Grove Country Park, East Mersea

 2 miles (3.2 km)
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Machine-gun pit in grassland pillbox. 
Photo by Fred Nash

A Lewis gun, manned, in sand-bagged pit. 
© Imperial War Museum H2695

The grassland pillbox 1973.
Photo by John Hunter © Essex County Council


